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SATAN HATH DESIRED THEE. 

"■•hold, 
-»ksa»."-L 

. Satan hath dealred lo have you, thai he may sift you I 
-take »: 81. 

In St. Luke's Gospel we are told 
How Peter In the days of old 

Was lifted; 
And now, though ages Intervene. 
Sin in the Mme, while time and aoene 

Are shifted. 

Satan desirea us, great and small, 
As wheat, to sift us. and we all 

Are tempted; 
Not one, however rich or great, 
I" by his station or •"•latr 

*  Exempted. 

No house so safely guarded is 
But be, by some device of his. 

Can enter; 
No heart hath armor so complete 
But he can pierce with arrows fleet 

Its c.-iitvr. 

For all at last the cook will crow 
Who hear the warning voice, but go 

Unheeding, 
Till thrice and more they have denied 
The Man of Sorrow, crucified 

And bleeding. 

One look of that pule suffering face 
Will make us feel the deep disgrace 

Of weakness; 
We shall be sifted till the strength 
Of self oouceit be changed at length 

To meekness, . 

Wounds of the soul, though healed, will ache; 
'I be reddening scare remain, and make 

Confession; 
I'M* innocence returns no more; 

' We are not what we were before 
Transgression. 

Rut noble souls, through du t and heat, 
Rise from disaster and defeat 

The stronger. 
And conscious still of the divine 
Within them. He on earth supine 

*"o longer. 
—H. W. Longfellow in I/arper'i Magazine. 

LUTHER AS A REF0RMER.-N0. 2. 

BY. 8. II.'FURRY,   r 

As a similarity  to  the   present  trouble in 
.church affairs, it  may be interesting to know 
some of Luther's great  work, and the opposi- 
tion he met with from the church to which he 
at one time belonged.    After his famous nine- 
ty-five  propositions,  or,  ps  he  terms them, 
Thesis, the  church  determined  to get rid of 
'him unless he recant.    Many of these propo- 
sitions gave the  Pope  undue  reverence, be- 
cause Lut her had no idea as yet that the Pope 
was corrupt, and really sanctioned the sale of 
the infamous  indulgences, against which his 

;    propositions  were  mainly  directed.    In  the 
thirty-second we  have, "Those  persons who 
expect to make sure their salvation by letters 
of indulgence, will together with their masters 
go to the devil."    The seventy-first, '"he who 
speaks against the Pope's indulgences let him 
be accursed and condemned."    In  the 72nd, 
"But he who speaks against the foolish and 
impudent speeches of the indulgence preach- 
ers, let him be blessed."   This shows he had 
a good opinion of the Pope, though   in the 
76th he  boldly affirms that "The Pope's in- 
dulgences, on the contrary, cannot take away 
the smallest sin, so far as the blame is con- 
cerned.'*   The proclamation of the truths em- 
bodied in some of these  propositions alarmed 

■    the church, as well as the  Pope, to such an 
extent as to somewhat surprise and even alarm 
Luther himself.    Hence on the first of Nov., 
1517, ho wrote a very submissive letter to the 
Pope, in which among other things, he writes: 
"I will not so much accuse the clamors of the 
preachers as the false opinions' of the simple 
people, who when they purchase these .indul- 
gences, think themselves sure of salvation. 
This grieves me to the very heart.   Great 
God I the poor souls committed to your care, 
most pious father, are thus  led to death and 
not to lift,   Therefore I could hold my peace 

r, no longer; for no man can be assured of his 
salvation by the office of a bishop, unless he 
have his assurance through the grace of God. 
The Apostle Paul admonishes us 'to work 
out our own salvation with fear and trembling,' 
and St. Peter says, 'If the righteous scarcely 
be saved, where shall the ungodly and the 
sinners appear ?'    Yea, so narrow is the way 
that leadeth unto life, that God through the 
holy prophets Amos and Zachariab, calls those 
who are saved 'brands plucked from the eter- 
nal burnings'; and Jesus Christ hinist If in many 
places says it is a very difficult thing to be 
saved.    Why then do the preachers of indul- 
gences lull the people asleep, by preaching up 

false and lying fables of their own ?    Christ 

has no where  recommended  us to preach in- 
dulgences, but has enjoined us everywhere to 
preach  the  Gospel."    About this "time  the 
most  enlightened and   sincere  in  Germany 
were   beginning  to   be  aroused   to  the ne- 
cessity   of arresting   these  innovations and 
its evil results and affect if  possible some re- 
form ;   while   the   Pope,   cardinals, prelates, 
bishops and priests, together  with their close 
adherents became enraged and cursed the fear- 
less and intrepid monk, and immediately con- 
spired   to   excommunicate   him   in  order to 
destroy h's influence.    That   part of the his- 
tory  is* only 'wrpeatihg  itself now.    But so 
many people in Germany had already embraced 
the idea of a necessary reform that the Pope 
was compelled to  send  his  most  competent 
and   learned   mon  to confute   Luther, and if 
possible to have him retract.    This was man- 
ly of the Pope, while little of that part of the 
history repeats itself now.    But his manliness 
can only be attributed to the  fact that Fred- 
erick, Elector of Saxony, who controlled great 
political influence or power in Germany, was 
Lut her's friend ai.d protector, as well as many 
other German princes and  noblemen.    So he 
thought to proceed with camion and vanquish 
Luther and the truths  he uttered   hy contro- 
versy in otder to effectually destroy the insid- 
ious  poison instilled in  so  many of the Ger- 
man |>cople.    In this he utterly /ailed.    Such 
men  like Tetzei,   Eck,  Cajitan  and   Mlltit/. 
were as toys for Luther  to  play with.    Tile 
famous   debater,   Erasmus,   considered   the 
greatest champion in  Home, was induced to 
meet Luther  in  discussion.    Strange to say 
this man had  somewhat  embraced  the ideas 
advanced by Luther, and  dilligently  read all 
of Luther's works  up  to  this time, but now 
through envy and the flattery of  the  church 
at Rome, he undertakes to vanquish the great 
coming man.    Erasmus   may  have reasoned 
about in this way, "What have I to fear from 
an anathematized and out-cast  heretic, a man 
cursed of the   holy   Pontiff!"    It  is said the 
blows of Erasmus fell on Luther as "the breeze 
smites against the mighty Alps."    Indeed so 
contemptible and imbecile was the attack that 
Luther considered it  unworthy to reply until 
urged by his friends—and when   he did reply 
Erasmus   sank   into  insignificance  and the 
Pope's cause was  again   lost.    The devotees 
of Rome were now fully aioused  and Luther 
was branded as  a  heretic, a disturber of   the 
peace, a seditious fellow,*and was accordingly 
marked  for a victim.    The  first  was to de- 
prive him of the protection of his  friends, to 
excommunicate  him  and   turn every one an 
enemy against him.    To affect this  an edict 
was issued  in   April   1518.    This seemed to 
alarm Luther's friends.    But   in a sermon he 
mildly said, * No one can   reconcile the fallen 
soul to God, but the Lord.    No man can sep- 
arate a man from communion with God, but man 
himself, and that by  his  own   sins.    Blessed 
is   that   man   who   dies   under   an   unjust 
sentence   of   excommunication.    Whilst   for 
righteousness'  sake   he  suffers a cruel judg- 
ment .from  men, he receives from God the 
crown of everlasting  happiness."    This truth 
shines so brilliant that it can never be eclipsed 
by human  mandatories, and   we  as outcasts 
from a body that endeavors to uphold such an 
innovation can take  courage  and thank God 
for His justice and mercy.    Let us then serve 
Him in spirit and in truth so no sin of our 
own cau ever separate us horn  the love of 
God and that saving grace so freely bestowed 
on bis children. 

^ S      ■ »»     S 1 

SIGNS OF SHORT LIFE. 
Philadelphia Press.—Lord Bacon's signs of 

short life are quick growth, fair, soft skin, soft, 
fine hair, early corpulence, large head, short neck, 
small month, fat ear, brittle, separated teeth. 
Some of his signs of long life are slow growth, 
hard, coarse hair, rough, freckled skin, deep fur- 
rows in the forehead, firm flesh with veins lying 
high, wide nostrils, large mouth, hard, gristly ear, 
strong contiguous teeth. He adds that early gray 
hair is not significant, some o the longest livers 
having turned gray in early life. 

— S      «»»      I SI     
The best portion of a good man's life is his lit- 

tle nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and 
love. 

The more self is indulged the more it demands, 
and, therefore, of all men the selfish are the most 
discontented. 

Necessity is usually, the spur that sets the slug- 
gish energies in motion. Poverty, therefore, is 
oftener a blessing tq a young man than prosperity, 
for while the one tfcnds to stimulate his powers, 
the other inclines them to languor and disuse. 

ANOTHER PHA8E OF PROGRESSION. 

BV  J.   II.   u.iltM 

Genuine p >gression means progress. Pro- 
gression that does not progress is only nomi- 
nal. To be healthy and permanent it should 
begin with the ministry. There is too much 
carelessness manifested among ministers in 
regard to orthgraphy, grammar and the small- 
er things that enter so largely into the make 
up of essays and sermons. No difference how 
eloquent and logical a production may ho, if it 
is marred all over with such expressions as 
"the a|K>stles was," "I have saw," and "I will 
try and 'wright' you a few lines." &c, it gives 
the writer or speaker away badly. Not that 
we expect perfect grammar and orthography 
from those who have enjoyed only limited 
facilities for a better education, nor would we 
discourage them, but why not study ihore and 
make greater efforts to improve" What is 
worth doing Is worth doing well, and a little 
care on the part of careless preachers would 
improve them wonderfully. 

The Brethren church is coming rapidly to 
the front owing to its unimpeachable doc 
trines, and every reasonable precaution should 
be used to elevate the tone of- the EVA.VOKI,- 
IST and make the ministry efficient and |MIW- 
erful. The few that have already come over 
from the German Baptist faction is but an 
earnest of those that will yet come. 

The Christian world is groaning for pure 
gospel religion, hence the necessity of present- 
ing it in strong, plain, good English. No 
necessity for flowery rhetoric or wort' 'nt- 
ing, but the dignity of  the ministry ly 
demands fairly good language in the 
tion of Gospel truths.    Reasonable 
do much  toward   improving our 
The chronic "H/I'' might be dispen 
an ending to a sentence, at least,as» 
er useful nor ornamental. 

We have now a church thoroughly 
ic in doctrine and principle, and all i 
a fair presentation of  its claims to 
limited  growth.     Being shorn of h 
additions it is rapidlv enlisting a rm 
from among the most intelligent vat 
men, as we can now safely   'ijvite * 
cisms, hence the necessity of sp 
ministry to keep them in advan 
of the laity.    Teachers shor 
advance of their pupils; they 

As the whole tide is  settii 
and unfettered gospel govern 
practice with no possioility  oi 
they come they   should  be   wel 
amazed at the large number of n 
man Baptists who are dissatisfict 
dates (with all their bolstering up,, ,n, 
anticipate uniting with the Brethren just as 
soon as threats, family ties, and indecision has 
weakened a little more, or their moial courage 
has grown stronger. 

THE BIBLE ON TENTER HOOKS. 

This clipping I took from a paper in the 
time ol the war. The other day I found it 
among my papers. Let it go into print again. 

J.'K. LKEUV. 

In a certain Yorkshire village I knew one 
Thomas Walsh. It was a favorite opinion of 
Walsh that the Bible was "all made up." He 
could never believe it was written where it 
professed to be, and by the men said to have 
written it. 

Walsh owned a considerable part of a fac- 
tory, and one year he set his heart on making 
a very large and a very fine piece of cloth. He 
took great pains with the carding, spinning, 
dying, weaving and finishing of it. 

In the process of manufacture it was one day 
stretched out on the tenter-hooks to dry. It 
made a fine show and he felt very proud of it. 
The next morning he arose early to work at it, 
when, to his amazement it was gone. It had 
been stolen during the night.- What a fever 
he was in ! What hurrying and skurrying 
hither end thither, posting advertisements 
sending constables, and arousing the commu- 
nity ! After weeks of anxiety and expense.a 
piece of cloth answering the description was 
stopped at Manchester, awaiting the owner 
and proof. Away to Manchester went Thom- 
as, as fast as the express train could carry 
him. There he found many rolls of cloth that 
had been stolen. They were very much alike. 
He selected one which be claimed as his. But 

how could he prove  it ?    In doubt and per- 
plexity he called on his neighbor Stetson. 

"Friend Stetson, I have found a piece of 
cloth which I am sure is the one which was 
stolen from me. But how to prove it is the 
question.    Can you tell me how ?" 

"You don't want it unless it is really 
yours?" 

"Certainly not." 
"And you want proof that  is simple, plain, 

and such as will satisfv yourself and   every- 
body els. ?" 

"Precisely so " 
"Well, take Bible proof." 
"Bible proof !    Pray, what is that ?" 
"Take you  cloth   to   the tenter-hooks  on 

which   it  was  stretched, and   if   it is yours, 
every hook will just come to the hole through 
which it was passed b* fore being taken down. 
There will be scores of such hooks, and if the 
hooks and holes just come together right, no 
other proof that the  cloth  is yours   will   be 
wanted." 

"True, true. Why didn't I think of this 
before ?" 

Away he hastened, and. sure enough, every 
hook came to its little hole, and the cloth was 
proved to be his. and the thief was convicted* 
all on the evidence of the tender-hooks. Some 
days after this Thomas again hailed his 
friend, 

"I say, Stetson, what did you mean by 
calling tenter-hook proof, the other day. 
'Bible proof V" lam sure if I had the good! 
evidence for the Bible that I had for my cloth 
I would never doubt it again. That's what I 
call 'circumstantial evidence,' that cannot lie 
or deceive." s 

"Yi s, hut vou have the same, only better, for 
he Bible." 

■flow so ?" 
"I'm. it on  the tent r   hooks!    Take   the 

Bible and travel with it—go to the place where 
was made.    There you find   the   Red Sea, 
e -'onion, the lake of Galilee. Mf. Lebanon, 
crmon, Carmel, Tabor and Gerizim.    There 
JII find the  cities   Damascus, Hebron. Tyre, 

•on and Jerusalem.  Every mountain, every 
r, every sheet of water mentioned   in   the 
i, is there,   just in  the place   where,it is 
ed.    Sinai, and the Desert, and the Dead 

are there ;   so that  the   beat guide-book 
•,h   the country is the Bible.    It   must 

■en written   there on   the spot, just as 
th must have In en made and stretched 
.enter-books.   That land is the mould 

I he   Bible   was   cast,   and   when 
together, we  see that they must and 

together.    You   might   just   as   well 
. that your cloth was ever fitted to your 

thought of Well, well, I  confess   I neve 
this.    I'll  think  it   over again.    If   you are 
right, why, then   I'm   wrong   that's   air."— 
(English) Bible C. Magazine. 

s^|       slSs»»     HMss1 

SELFISHNESS. 
Live for some purpose in the world. Al- 

ways act your part well. Fill up the measure 
of duty to others. Conduct yourself so that 
you shall be missed with sorrow when you are 
gone. Multitudes of our s|>ecieB are living in 
such a selfish manner that they are not likely 
to be remembered after their disappearance. 
They leave behind them scarcely any traces 
of their existence, and they are forgotten al- 
most as though th^y had never been. They 
are, while they live, like some pebbles lying 
unobsei ved among a million on the seashore ; 
and, when they die, they are like that same 
pebble thrown into the sea, which just ruffles 
the surface, sinks, and is forgotten, without 
being raised from the beach. They are neith- 
er regretted by the rich, wanted by the poor, 
nor celebrated by the learned. Who has been 
the better for their life? Who has been the 
worse for their death, ? Whose tears have 
they dried up? Whose wants supplied? 
Whose miserv have they healed? Who 
would unbar the door of life to re-admit them 
to existence, or what face would greet them 
back again to our world with a smile ? Wretch- 
ed, unproductive mode of existence. Selfish- 
ness is its own curse; it is a starring vice. 
The man who does no good gets no good* He 
is like the heath in the desert, neither yielding 
fmit nor seeing when good cometh—a stunted, 
dwarfish, miserable shrub! 
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There hi very little that we do in the l 
helping oar neighbors that does not come ' 
blessings on ourselves. 


